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WILD LAND CAMPAIGN: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is the John Muir Trust and why is it leading a Wild Land Campaign?

The John Muir Trust is a UK charity dedicated to the protection of wild land for both nature and people. Scottish-born John Muir inspired our name and ethos, as the first person to call for action to be taken to protect wild land and as an instrumental figure in the modern conservation movement. John Muir inspired the United States President Roosevelt to set up one of the first US national parks in Yosemite.

The John Muir Trust was founded in 1983 to safeguard the future of wild lands against development and to promote awareness and recognition of the value of wild places. The Trust currently owns over 25,000 hectares of iconic wild land with partnerships in a further 50,000 hectares. 

The Trust is currently supported by over 10,000 members. Surveys show that they care passionately about wild places and the diversity of life supported there and they want the Trust to actively defend such areas under threat. We campaign to protect wild land under threat and work with a wide range of groups and organisations to influence policies and land management practices to safeguard and enhance wild land.

The John Muir Trust actively engages people in wild places through the John Muir Award. The Award was started in 1997 to offer people of all ages and backgrounds the opportunity to enjoy and care for wild places. It has so far helped over 100,000 people gain an appreciation of such places. 

As the leading wild land conservation charity and strongest voice for wild land in the UK, the John Muir Trust is launching a campaign for better protection for wild land and wild places in the UK. 

What is the Wild Land Campaign?

The John Muir Trust’s Wild Land Campaign is about making sure that wild land in the UK is better protected.  Wild land is under serious threat and we need to take action to safeguard what remains. According to government body Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), the extent of Scotland unaffected by any form of visual influence declined from 41% to 31% during the period 2002 to 2008. “Visual influence” means the impact of roads and access tracks, power lines, wind power developments and forestry. The SNH data shows that the dominant change during that period       was from the growth in wind power developments. (Source: Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) Scientific Advisory Committee paper “Natural Heritage Indicators”, Ref: SAC/2008/10/13).

Our Wild Land Campaign aims 

· to secure greater statutory protection for wild land areas throughout the UK 
· to secure a new statutory designation to protect wild land in Scotland. 
· to raise awareness of the importance of wild land and wild places in the UK 
· to increase understanding of the threats to these places. 
· to gather evidence of the high level of support from people and organisations who share our aim of securing better protection for wild land. 
· to use that evidence to encourage politicians to take action and to influence policies and decisions for the benefit of wild land, wild places and the people – the landowners and communities - who rely on their protection and sustainable development. 

What is “wild land”?

When we refer to wild land we generally mean large, uninhabited areas with spectacular scenery and high wildlife value. There is very little evidence of human activity in these areas and they typically include mountains, tracts of blanket bog, river margins and rugged coastlines. Other organisations have come up with a similar definition of wild land. Wild land areas in the UK comprise some of our most iconic and sensitive landscapes and are mainly restricted to Northern and Western Scotland, as well as some areas of upland England and Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Many of the qualities of wild land, with associated benefits to nature and society, can also be found in more accessible “wild places” throughout the UK. A connection with nature and a sense of wildness can be found in many places, often within or close to urban areas. These wild places are where most people have the opportunity to enjoy, value and care for nature.

Who is the Wild Land Campaign aimed at?

Our Wild Land Campaign is aimed at our members, the general public and organisations that share our aim of securing better protection for wild land. We know that many people feel passionately about wild land and wild places. For example, this has been shown by public involvement in recent landmark planning cases such as the 20,000 objections to the Beauly-Denny transmission line - a development which will have a major impact on some of our most iconic wild land. Another example which many people have shown their opposition to is the Balmedie golf development in Aberdeenshire where the impact will be on a more accessible but no less important wild place – one of the best sand dune systems in the United Kingdom.  Energy developments in or near significant sensitive landscape areas have been highlighted throughout  the UK such as in the Lake District and in the Cambrian mountains in Wales
Why is wild land important?

Wild land is important for more than its scenic and wildlife value. It is the source of vital resources for both people and planet, providing us with clean air, water and food. It also helps to regulate the climate - peat in the form of blanket bogs plays an increasingly recognised role in preventing damaging carbon emissions. 

Wild land is hugely important to our economy, tourism and leisure industries. It is particularly important to the livelihoods of rural communities where it attracts visitors to its beauty and challenges, providing opportunities for and supporting tourism-related businesses and traditional ways of life. 
Thousands of people enjoy the beauty and challenges of wild land every year. It’s a way of recharging our batteries and nourishing our minds as well as our bodies through challenging physical exercise. Wild land is also important on another dimension - it helps to define us culturally and plays a role in inspiring the creative and spiritual dimensions of our existence. 

Is wild land really under threat?

We believe that wild land in the UK is currently facing a major threat. As development pressures increase and the more accessible and less sensitive sites are used up, core wild land is under threat from development and at risk of losing its unique qualities. We do not think wild land has enough protection from these risks - important animals, birds and habitats are generally well-protected by a range of statutory designations but landscape as an entity in itself has relatively little statutory protection. We are also concerned about the ecological health and diversity of flora and fauna in many areas of wild land. These have often been diminished by excessive grazing levels and trampling by wild deer and/or livestock. 
Why does the Trust think there is a need for a Wild Land Designation in Scotland and greater statutory protection throughout the UK?
We think there is a strong case for better statutory protection for wild land. Some wild land is given some statutory protection because it lies within areas designated as “National Scenic Areas” (Scotland), “Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty” (England, Wales and N. Ireland) or falls within the boundaries of National Parks.  However, not all wild land in the UK lies within areas covered by these designations - least of all in Scotland where less than 50% of the highest-quality, wild land is covered by any designation. Even where wild land does come under a designation, there is evidence from recent planning decisions to suggest that protection of such wild land is by no means guaranteed. 

In Scotland
Wild land is mentioned as “important” in various planning documents (such as Scotland’s National Planning Framework 2) and it would be good if we could rely on these existing designations to provide protection. Indeed, it is often argued that a voluntary and holistic approach is preferable to statutory protection. However, there is always a risk that voluntary measures will be over-ridden and the outcome of recent planning cases appears to prove this point. 

In recent years, the John Muir Trust has worked with others to try to achieve better protection of wild land without new legislation. For example, we worked with landscape groups in the Scottish Landscape Forum to produce a report for the Scottish Executive on these issues and we have dedicated considerable resources to seeking to influence decision-makers. We are concerned that neither the messages of the Scottish Landscape Forum, nor its draft Charter, have been adopted by the Scottish Government. Without ministerial endorsement, the recommendations in the Charter are unlikely to carry any weight with planning authorities when they make decisions on individual planning applications. 

In some cases, the planning processes (and ultimate recourse in the form of a Public Local Inquiry) do put a check on inappropriate developments in wild land. However, opposing individual planning applications that impact on wild land requires significant time, effort and resources on the part of the opposing individual or organisation, with uncertain results in even the strongest of cases. We do not have the resources to intervene to protect wild land every time it is under threat and nor do other conservation organisations or individuals. We also feel strongly, as a matter of principle, that developments which are obviously inappropriate should be stopped before public and private resources are expended at the planning and/or Public Inquiry stage. 
Throughout the UK

The picture throughout the rest of the UK is more varied, with much of the wild land being in a National Park.   However, there is evidence of pressure from development and concern about new planning regulations allowing fast-tracking of large developments in sensitive areas.   There are welcome moves to increase the areas of some National Parks and it is important that UK politicians see support for such proposals so the Campaign can help that to happen.

Taking the above into consideration, we believe there is a case for better statutory protection for wild land areas throughout the UK and, in the case of Scotland, a new statutory designation that will ensure that wild land as an entity in itself is protected.

How much wild land is left in the United Kingdom? 

We have been working with the Leeds University Wild Land Research Institute to develop maps that illustrate graphically how much wild land is left in the UK and where it is found. The John Muir Trust maps make it possible to identify the location of “core” areas of wild land in the UK, based on criteria consistent with the Trust’s wild land definition and provide a graphic demonstration of how little wild land is left in the UK.   (See map of the 10% wildest land in the UK).

Why is the Trust talking about energy and climate change issues?

The John Muir Trust is the leading wild land conservation charity and strongest voice for wild land in the UK. There is a major threat to wild land from the current massive expansion of on-shore wind developments, as demonstrated by the SNH research, so it is essential that the Trust plays its part in the wider energy policy debate. The Trust has built up a wealth of experience and expertise that puts it in a strong position to advocate on these broader, related, economic and policy issues. It is also important to examine claims about whether specific developments contribute to Government targets for greenhouse gas emissions and renewable energy, and/or contribute to a secure energy supply. 

We have found that making the case for local environmental protection alone doesn’t always carry weight when “balanced” against the perceived, economic and social gain. The wealth of evidence and data which we have built up enables us to put forward a holistic, wide-ranging and convincing case that takes into account environmental, economic and social issues on both a local and global scale. 

Energy policy is a UK government responsibility so our UK-wide campaign will ask supporters to take our concerns and information about energy policy to find out their political candidates’ stance and ask for their support in protecting wild areas.

Isn’t climate change a bigger threat to wild land than development?

Climate change is a very serious global issue and is a major threat to wild land and the unique habitats and biodiversity that it supports. The John Muir Trust strongly supports the need for effective action to achieve UK and Scottish Government greenhouse gas reduction targets. 

The John Muir Trust strongly supports efficient, renewable energy technologies but these must not be at the cost of wild land. We are concerned that the climate change argument is being used by developers as a way of claiming justification for any renewable energy development even if it despoils wild land. However, wild land plays an important role in helping to offset the impacts of climate change - for example, the peat in blanket bogs that are often found in wild land areas plays an increasingly recognised role in preventing damaging carbon emissions. A poorly-sited development can, therefore, fail to be the sustainable development it might first appear. If we allow poorly-sited and ill-conceived renewable energy projects to go ahead in wild land areas there is a real danger we will damage our landscapes and lose local biodiversity while not actually achieving the reductions in carbon that these developments were intended to secure. 

It is also important to note that any area needs to be in good ecological heart if it is to weather changes in climate and it is vital that wild land areas are managed on a landscape scale for ecological diversity as part of the solution to climate change.

Isn’t renewable energy the answer to maintaining our current lifestyle?

It isn’t enough to switch to renewable energy production techniques and, in particular, to rely excessively on industrial-scale wind energy developments. To tackle climate change and ensure security of energy supplies, society also needs to reduce its consumption of energy and other resources. There are ways we can do this without having to “return to the Stone Age.” 

There also needs to be much more of a focus on developing small-scale, local energy solutions and we are working with local communities in several locations in Scotland to try and promote “win-win” solutions - where measures to combat climate change go hand in hand with protecting wild land. For example, in the north-west of Scotland we have supported Assynt Renewables to secure funding to carry out energy audits that will help the community take steps to reduce its energy use, whilst on Skye we have been looking at the feasibility of local communities switching to low carbon heating such as wood fuel.

Isn’t getting our economy back on its feet more important than worrying about wild land? 

Some people might argue that it is more important to concentrate on getting our economy back on its feet rather than worry about wild land. In other words, “if this means that we have to accept development in wild land areas then that is the price we have to pay for a strong economy”. The Trust disagrees – wild land provides essential services to ourselves and our planet and is important for so many reasons that there can rarely be justification for sacrificing wild land for the sake of economic development. Developers, governments and other agencies may try to justify major developments in wild land areas under the guise of “sustainable economic growth “ but it is wrong to label a development “sustainable” if there is an unacceptable, negative impact on the environment. We do not believe that the protection of the environment should be “traded” or “balanced” against economic development objectives when viable and genuinely sustainable alternatives exist which do not damage wild land. Moreover, there is increasing evidence that wild land contributes very positively to our economy.

 See Trust Briefing on a National Energy Plan and Briefing on Energy Conservation. 

How would a Wild Land Designation work?

The mechanics of getting a Wild Land Designation for Scotland would require legislation in the Scottish Parliament as the environment is a devolved matter. The John Muir Trust recognises that any proposals for a new designation for wild land would require significant work, with input required from various government sources, other organisations, and landowners and communities living in and dependent on wild land areas. The Trust is aware of other organisations which also want to secure better protection for wild land and which are keen to be part of the process. The Trust would expect to make a significant contribution based on the expertise we have and, whilst there will always be some debate about where the boundary of any designation should be, we expect the maps we have commissioned and GIS technology will play a key role in developing a Wild Land Designation. 

What will be the measure of success for the Wild Land Campaign?

The John Muir Trust’s Wild Land Campaign is to secure better statutory protection for wild land areas throughout the UK and a new statutory designation to protect wild land in Scotland. Along the way, our Campaign aims to engage all our members and the wider public by promoting awareness, understanding, and responsibility for, and connections with, wild places. We will demonstrate evidence of the support of people who share our aim of protecting wild land to ensure that the UK Government and devolved administrations adopt a more informed and sensitive approach to wild land and develop more robust mechanisms for its protection.

What can I do to support the Wild Land Campaign?

Find out how you can support our Wild Land Campaign by following our website www.jmt.org/wildland and e-news bulletins and/or by taking a look at our Members’ News and Journal for updates and the latest news. We want you to:-

· use the upcoming UK elections (and Scottish Parliament elections in 2011) to write to your parliamentary candidates and find out where they stand on the wild land issue and other important planning or energy issues as you see fit. Encourage your parliamentary candidates to support the Campaign! Use our template letter to get you started!

· sign our petitions calling for a new designation for wild land in Scotland and better protection for wild land elsewhere in the UK. These petitions will be presented to the Scottish Parliament and UK government as evidence of the public’s support for improved protection for wild land.

· spread the word about the Wild Land Campaign through your own networks of contacts and by writing letters to newspapers and magazines etc

· join the Trust – by joining the John Muir Trust you will be showing your support for the Campaign and the aims of the Trust. 

· Donate to the campaign to help with the costs for materials, publicity and staff support.

Thanks very much. Together we can make a difference for wild land!
www.jmt.org/wildland
March 2010
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